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The West still needs to think big

.' By Bill Durodie
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As the F1 cars sped around the Marina Bay
Circuit at the Singapore Grand Prix recently,
viewers the world over may have noticed a
new addition to the City’s skyline: Marina Bay
Sands (picture right). It consists of three
incongruently curved and offset 55-storey
tablets bedecked by a “SkyPark” - longer than
the Eiffel Tower is tall - complete with the
world’s largest suspended infinity pool, a 2,560
room hotel, casino, theatre, museum,
convention centre and a shopping mall with
indoor canals.

It is a truly awesome feat of engineering -
designed by the US-based architect Moshe Safdie - and one that was bringing in visitors the
world over to gawp at long before its completion last summer.

In an age of ever-present cultural pessimism about the supposed problems we will face in the
future and the threats we have to handle in the present, alongside humanity’s assumed hubris
in seeking to shape a fetishised “natural” environment, its construction and completion act as
a salutary reminder of the benefits of engineering in inspiring people.

Despite delays brought on by the global financial crisis, the entire project took little more than
three years to complete. In the meantime, New York still awaits any significant construction
at the site of “"Ground Zero”, and I can’t remember the last time large numbers came to
London simply to view a large-scale construction project. Maybe some did come to look at the
Millennium Dome in Greenwich - before they realized that there was nothing of merit inside it.

Sadly, today many engineers in the West have to look East and South if they want to pursue
their dreams to build something big and lasting: whether that be a vast hydroelectric dam, a
gigantic pipeline, magnetic levitation transport infrastructure or simply airports and buildings.

It is not just that the West is saturated, but rather that it feels exhausted. “Small Is
Beautiful” is what we tell ourselves when we need to justify running out of steam. We see
potential problems at every turn through our “precautionary” gaze, but by doing so we also fail
to see, and seize, the opportunities and benefits there too.

BP’s “Deepwater Horizon” was drilling too deep, we are told. Rather than wonder at the scale-
equivalent ability to hit an oilfield the size of a coin, using a drill as fine as a human hair
suspended from a floating matchbox effectively two storeys above, we accept that the pain
was not worth the gain. But as a society we only learn to handle risks by taking them, not by
avoiding them. And the solutions to problems - painful as they may be at times - are of
benefit to all thereafter.

Much of the time today we are not even looking for answers. The IPCC (Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change) only looks for problems. It has no working group looking into large-
scale technological solutions to the problems of climate change at all. Maybe that would be to
put itself, and the army of interested parties it supports, at risk of making themselves
redundant?

The sad thing is that rather than looking to the future today with a view to shaping it, we
instead do so to circumscribe the present. And accordingly, we find ourselves dictated to
through the prism of our own anxieties.

Without the wild imagination of engineers and the realization of projects like those in
Singapore and elsewhere, our spirits become stultified, our potential attenuated, and the
problems we fear will arise become self-fulfilling prophecies.

Throughout October and November, The Independent Online is partnering with the Battle of
Ideas festival to present a series of guest blogs from festival speakers on the key questions
of our time.

Dr Bill Durodié is senior fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore. He is speaking in the debate Engineering the future:
cautionary tale or utopia? at the Battle of Ideas festival in London on Sunday 31 October
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. Robin Baldock 10 hours ago

Yes, lets build more overblown hubristic concrete lumps to go shopping by helicopter in. We could
put them where the poor people live thus solving social problems too. Where is the instant
gratification of grappling with real issues campared to just gazing at giant piece of toxic Leggo
through a haze of self importance.

Worried about the fainforest, stick a tree in the foyer, change it every year if you want, hell, stick a
hundred in there, its big enough! Water shortage? Build another swimming pool, suspended out
over the plastic infested sea (which by the way just goes to show how bad a job nature is doing!).

And don't forget the very real engineering issues that such masturbation helps us to learn. Would
the three gorges damn have ever got off the ground if we it hadn't been for the concept that we
know best ,bigger must be better and we can manipulate our world to do and acheive anything we
want, with out any consequences ever?

Even if these tails about biodiversity, climate and pollution turn out to have any basis then simply
by using the methods, techniques and mindset that created them we will solve them.

Forward to the future and why worry about other resources when there's plenty of concrete left.

I porkfright liked this
. Matt Kuhns 13 hours ago

So, let's review. BP's slipshod attempt to dig more profits out of the bottom of the ocean without
bothering to have any kind of proper failsafe is to be praised because it was "daring" and "risk-
taking," while anyone calling for a response to climate change which involves making practical
changes today to stop making the problem worse (as opposed to saying no, let's put that on hold
until we've spent more time dreaming about a magic "techno-fix" that will have more razzle and
dazzle than boring old conservation) is probably part of some Crichton-esque conspiracy to
perpetuate the entire issue for the sake of their own job security.

Brilliant. You're certainly thinking big in terms of "spin," Bill. Indeed I'd say you're taking it to a

whole new scale.

Reactions

twitter Join the conversation

SPONSORED LINKS
Ads by Google

Subsea Riser Products

Robust reliable riser componentsfor offshore
drilling & development
www.subseariserproducts.com

Drilling Performance Data
International offset well data fordrilling &
completions performance
www.RushmoreReviews.com

PPL Marine

Polyurethane Protection ProductsFor the Offshore
Industry

www.ppl-marine.com

Jetty & Seawater Intake

for chemicals, coal, power plants,marine terminals
in Indonesia

www.swijetty.com

SPONSORED FEATURES

Win an indulgent
autumnal break in a
Scottish Castle!
Including £200 spending
money and £150 towards
travel

Win a Holiday!

Audi MedCup
London2Brighton Fantasy Football
Competitions New Energy Future

Adventure Film
Festival


http://www.battleofideas.org.uk/index.php/2010/session_detail/4081/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/tag/architecture/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/tag/engineering/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/tag/money/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/tag/singapore/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/tag/the-west/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/29/time-for-free-thinking-and-irreverent-scepticism/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://independentblogs.disqus.com/the_west_still_needs_to_think_big/latest.rss
http://disqus.com/facebook-669493474/
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=669493474
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://disqus.com/porkfright
http://disqus.com/twitter-175076738/
http://twitter.com/mjkuhns
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/#
http://twitter.com/beancook/
http://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/_JackRiley/lists/independentjournalists
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5964551156905038%26adU%3Dwww.subseariserproducts.com%26adT%3DSubsea%2BRiser%2BProducts%26adU%3Dwww.RushmoreReviews.com%26adT%3DDrilling%2BPerformance%2BData%26adU%3Dwww.ppl-marine.com%26adT%3DPPL%2BMarine%26adU%3Dwww.swijetty.com%26adT%3DJetty%2B%2526amp%253B%2BSeawater%2BIntake%26gl%3DSG&usg=AFQjCNEFerakfBvce6RwfIrF7gLm3VHnUA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ByqdgpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsEy_-ungGt37m3DcCNtwGwvRAQARgJIN3qsRQoBDgAUOq_oov7_____wFgv430BbIBF2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVryAEB2gFMaHR0cDovL2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVrLzIwMTAvMDkvMzAvdGhlLXdlc3Qtc3RpbGwtbmVlZHMtdG8tdGhpbmstYmlnL4ACAagDAegDkwXoA-cJ6APuAvUDCgAARA&num=9&sig=AGiWqty1xBGH0oqS_fiIuiTwE9Vu2Wwp1w&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.subseariserproducts.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ByqdgpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsEy_-ungGt37m3DcCNtwGwvRAQARgJIN3qsRQoBDgAUOq_oov7_____wFgv430BbIBF2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVryAEB2gFMaHR0cDovL2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVrLzIwMTAvMDkvMzAvdGhlLXdlc3Qtc3RpbGwtbmVlZHMtdG8tdGhpbmstYmlnL4ACAagDAegDkwXoA-cJ6APuAvUDCgAARA&num=9&sig=AGiWqty1xBGH0oqS_fiIuiTwE9Vu2Wwp1w&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.subseariserproducts.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B-0XRpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsErdmmwQGdu5aWAsCNtwGw2wYQAhgKIN3qsRQoBDgAUP7ers38_____wFgv430BbIBF2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVryAEB2gFMaHR0cDovL2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVrLzIwMTAvMDkvMzAvdGhlLXdlc3Qtc3RpbGwtbmVlZHMtdG8tdGhpbmstYmlnL6kC7wFmefhduj6oAwHoA5MF6APnCegD7gL1AwoAAEQ&num=10&sig=AGiWqtzYaRON1_hv5JWX6nu2mMXScoaxyw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.RushmoreReviews.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B-0XRpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsErdmmwQGdu5aWAsCNtwGw2wYQAhgKIN3qsRQoBDgAUP7ers38_____wFgv430BbIBF2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVryAEB2gFMaHR0cDovL2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVrLzIwMTAvMDkvMzAvdGhlLXdlc3Qtc3RpbGwtbmVlZHMtdG8tdGhpbmstYmlnL6kC7wFmefhduj6oAwHoA5MF6APnCegD7gL1AwoAAEQ&num=10&sig=AGiWqtzYaRON1_hv5JWX6nu2mMXScoaxyw&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.RushmoreReviews.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BO99LpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsE_Lj-xwHih4SsAcCNtwHQ6AwQAxgLIN3qsRQoBDgAUIukpvn-_____wFgv430BbIBF2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVryAEB2gFMaHR0cDovL2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVrLzIwMTAvMDkvMzAvdGhlLXdlc3Qtc3RpbGwtbmVlZHMtdG8tdGhpbmstYmlnL4ACAakC7wFmefhduj6oAwHoA5MF6APnCegD7gL1AwoAAEQ&num=11&sig=AGiWqtwkaSHRA8djk17WJZXjAo_1FN_w1w&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.ppl-marine.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BO99LpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsE_Lj-xwHih4SsAcCNtwHQ6AwQAxgLIN3qsRQoBDgAUIukpvn-_____wFgv430BbIBF2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVryAEB2gFMaHR0cDovL2Jsb2dzLmluZGVwZW5kZW50LmNvLnVrLzIwMTAvMDkvMzAvdGhlLXdlc3Qtc3RpbGwtbmVlZHMtdG8tdGhpbmstYmlnL4ACAakC7wFmefhduj6oAwHoA5MF6APnCegD7gL1AwoAAEQ&num=11&sig=AGiWqtwkaSHRA8djk17WJZXjAo_1FN_w1w&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.ppl-marine.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BMcqFpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsE3dOP3AGF4f6UFsCNtwHw9RIQBBgMIN3qsRQoBDgAUKvF8ZoDYL-N9AWyARdibG9ncy5pbmRlcGVuZGVudC5jby51a8gBAdoBTGh0dHA6Ly9ibG9ncy5pbmRlcGVuZGVudC5jby51ay8yMDEwLzA5LzMwL3RoZS13ZXN0LXN0aWxsLW5lZWRzLXRvLXRoaW5rLWJpZy-oAwHoA5MF6APnCegD7gL1AwoAAEQ&num=12&sig=AGiWqtz8TBLGFK5bMqk9owjSlAUlmD9bgQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.swijetty.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BMcqFpESlTOeQPIOWcKfF3IsE3dOP3AGF4f6UFsCNtwHw9RIQBBgMIN3qsRQoBDgAUKvF8ZoDYL-N9AWyARdibG9ncy5pbmRlcGVuZGVudC5jby51a8gBAdoBTGh0dHA6Ly9ibG9ncy5pbmRlcGVuZGVudC5jby51ay8yMDEwLzA5LzMwL3RoZS13ZXN0LXN0aWxsLW5lZWRzLXRvLXRoaW5rLWJpZy-oAwHoA5MF6APnCegD7gL1AwoAAEQ&num=12&sig=AGiWqtz8TBLGFK5bMqk9owjSlAUlmD9bgQ&client=ca-pub-5964551156905038&adurl=http://www.swijetty.com

E beancook 1 hour ago

. From Twitter via BackType

The West still needs to think big | Bill Durodie | Independent #Battleofldeas Blogs
http://ind.pn/btfSdA #BillDurodie #climatechange #BOI

ﬂ beancook 1 hour ago

~ From Twitter via BackType

The West still needs to think big | Bill Durodie | Independent Battle of Ideas Blogs
http://ind.pn/btfSdA #BillDurodie #climatechange #BOI

E beancook 1 hour ago

~ From Twitter via BackType

The West still needs to think big | Bill Durodie | Independent Battle of Ideas Blogs
http://ind.pn/btfSdA #BillDurodie #climatechange #risk

P_Hayes 13 hours ago

~ From Twitter via BackType

The West still needs to think big | Bill Durodie | Independent Battle of Ideas Blogs
http://ind.pn/btfSdw
@ Alltop_Politics 14 hours ago

~ From Twitter via BackType

The West still needs to think big http://bit.ly/bjs86h

casinonewslive 14 hours ago

~ From Twitter via BackType

The West still needs to think big - http://tinyurl.com/2vbb7w3

.| instofideas 15 hours ago

. From Twitter via BackType

The second Independent Bol blog is now up - Bill Durodie on why the West still needs to think big
http://bit.ly/dwIATr #battleofideas

% IndyPolitics 15 hours ago

~ From Twitter via BackType

The West still needs to think big http://ind.pn/btfSdw

W amolrajan 15 hours ago

~ From Twitter via BackType


http://twitter.com/beancook/
http://twitter.com/beancook/status/26029477172
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://twitter.com/beancook/
http://twitter.com/beancook/status/26029406171
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://twitter.com/beancook/
http://twitter.com/beancook/status/26029290501
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://twitter.com/P_Hayes/
http://twitter.com/P_Hayes/status/25976608000
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://twitter.com/Alltop_Politics/
http://twitter.com/Alltop_Politics/status/25970716934
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://twitter.com/casinonewslive/
http://twitter.com/casinonewslive/status/25969709780
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://twitter.com/instofideas/
http://twitter.com/instofideas/status/25968685643
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://twitter.com/IndyPolitics/
http://twitter.com/IndyPolitics/status/25968306455
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/
http://twitter.com/amolrajan/
http://twitter.com/amolrajan/status/25968306595
http://www.backtype.com/search?q=http%3A//blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/

Eagle Eye: The West still needs to think big http://bit.ly/bjs86h

blog comments powered by DISQUS

Search The Independent with Google ‘ ' Independent.co.uk © The web G2 |

©independent.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | E-mail sign-up | RSS | Contact us | Syndication | Advertising Guide | London Careers | Subscriptions


http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2010/09/30/the-west-still-needs-to-think-big/?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
http://disqus.com/
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-759573.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/sign-up-for-our-indynews-email-service-759590.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/list-of-rss-feeds-775086.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/service/contact-us-759589.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/syndication
http://www.independentonlinesolutions.com/advertisingGuide/
http://www.londoncareers.net/
http://www.independent.co.uk/subscriptions/

	Independent Blogs
	The West still needs to think big
	Most viewed
	LATEST NEWS
	Recent Posts on Battle of Ideas

